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Cancer battle's home front

By Lance Armstrong

Just before Christmas of 1998, Philadelphia-area resident Rodney Warner started to get fevers, night sweats, and
headaches. The symptoms went on for a couple of years, Warner said, until his body just "shut down." His doctor
ordered a battery of tests and found the problem: Hodgkin's lymphoma.

A 34-year-old husband and father, Rodney spent his daughter's second Christmas getting chemo. After his cancer
resurfaced in 2001, it was another chemo Christmas for the Warner family. Rodney's family spent the next holiday
season supporting him through a bone-marrow transplant.
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Since then, he's been in remission. But his relationship with cancer didn't end there. Having seen how cancer defines
a family's daily life, Rodney found a way to help people struggling with the same issues he faced. Today, he puts his
law degree to use supporting people and families fighting cancer at the Legal Clinic for the Disabled in Philadelphia.
He also raises funds for Livestrong, the organization | founded to support families fighting cancer.
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Americans will lose one of the most devoted champions the cancer community has seen when Sen. Arlen Specter (D., Police target prostitution at airport hotels
Pa.) concludes his service. A cancer survivor himself, Specter has helped double the budget for the National Institutes
of Health, including programs dedicated to cancer research, prevention, and care. Who will continue that legacy?

About 75,000 Pennsylvanians will get a cancer diagnosis this year, and 12 million Americans live with the disease and
its consequences. Relatively few have access to programs to help restart their lives after a cancer fight, even though
the effects of the disease can linger long after treatment has ended.
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Helping families affected by cancer is a national priority that deserves support in Washington. To Pennsylvanians like
Rodney Warner and his daughter, who will enjoy their 13th Christmas together this year, every dollar is worth it.
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Lance Armstrong, a cycling champion, cancer survivor, and founder and chairman of Livestrong, will be
participating in the Livestrong Challenge in Philadelphia this weekend.

For more information, see www.livestrong.org. MOST VIEWED IN THIS SECTION
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