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By Katherine Hobson

“We can no longer differentiate between ,
diseases of the poor and the rich.” AWE-SOME -

Wi-Fi Is Ty
available inflight.

Learn more. »»

That's the conclusion of a newly published
health policy paper whose authors include
Sanjay Gupta, Lance Armstrong, economist
Jeffrey Sachs and global-health pioneer Paul
Farmer as well as the head of the American
Cancer Society and other public-health =
biggies. All are members of the Global Task . . — = * ‘ AmericanAirlines |MWM
Force on Expanded Access to Cancer Care

and Control in Developing Countries.

Ayailable on select fights

The paper, published online today in the Lancet, calls for the expansion of cancer care and About Health Blog Follow us:
control in low- and middle income nations — including new health infrastructure and access to
cheaper drugs — and disputes the perception that cancer is largely a problem of wealthier Health Blog offers news and analysis on health and
countries. (The UN, too, recently called for increased focus on the problem of chronic disease in the business of health. The blog is written by

X . . " - - - - Katherine Hobson and includes contributions from
developing countries.) As this paper says, “low-income and middle-income countries now bear a staffers at The Wall Street Journal, WSJ.com and
majority share of the burden of cancer, but their health systems are particularly ill prepared to Dow Jones Newswires. Write to us

meet this challenge.” at healthblog@wsj.com.

Katherine Hobson has been writing about health and business for
Among the authors’ suggestions: more than 15 years, including stints covering cancer, nutrition,
exercise science, the U.S. economy and the U.K. beer industry.
Focus on prevention, since many cancers can be prevented entirely by avoiding tobacco and vaccinating
against HPV and hepatitis.

Also focus on cancers that are potentially curable, including cervical, breast, colorectal and testicular Most Recent
cancer, as well as some forms of leukemia, lymphoma and sarcoma. Other diseases can be palliated, if
not cured, with treatment. Articles =~ Comments

While surgical treatments and on-patent drugs are a challenge to use widely in poorer countries, the use

of off-patent drugs offers the biggest potential impact in terms of treatment. 1 i
. ] i . - - Lance Armstrong, Sanjay Gupta Call for Focus on Cancer

High-quality care can be provided by nurses, primary-care docs and other non-specialists. in Poorer Countries

Care-delivery strategies used against HIV and TB can be deployed against cancer, too.

Cancer care can be incorporated into health-insurance programs targeting the poor, as it is in Mexico 2. AMm. \{itals: FDA /_’-\pproves Ella, a Longer-Acting
and Colombia. ‘Morning-After’ Pill
The authors call for three big changes ASAP: large-scale demonstration projects to create 3. Another Twist in the Chronicles of Avandial
facilities, implement technology and train health pros; designing regional and global pricing and
procurement for lower-priced drugs; and identifying and implementing “innovative financing 4. one Burger, Hold the Pickles, and Statins on the Side

mechanisms” to expand resources.
5. GlaxoSmithKline Tells Execs to Leave Nonprofit Selling

Global health bonus: Can some of the developing world’s low cost health strategies work in the Resveratrol Supplements
u.s.?
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