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State grants will bolster cancer fight
By KENNETH SHINE and WILLIAM R. BRINKLEY 
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
June 27, 2010, 10:51PM

This year, the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas 
(CPRIT) awarded nearly $220 million in grants to a host of Texas 
cancer fighters and institutions as part of its mission to promote the 
best science in the prevention, detection and treatment of cancer. It 
was an opening salvo in a $3 billion war against the disease that 
strikes 95,000 of the state's residents annually and kills 37,000.
The final awards for 2010 announced in June totaled $142 million 
with $50 million going to Houston-area institutions. 
These awards buttress a leap of faith taken by Texans more than 
three years ago when they approved Proposition 15, a referendum 
that authorized the state to issue the necessary bonds to fund the 
research by many of the state's leading cancer scientists and 
physicians. CPRIT, a state entity, is charged with distributing the 
funds that come from the sale of those bonds.
Legislation to authorize the institute and sell the first $450 million in 

bonds for the biennium drew support from a host of advocates, most visibly celebrated cyclist Lance Armstrong, 
whose LiveStrong campaign has captured the hearts and imagination of the public.
What does this money mean for Texans? Texas is already home to the nation's top cancer hospital, The University 
of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, which is also a National Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive 
cancer center. The Dan L. Duncan Cancer Center at Baylor College of Medicine and the Cancer Therapy and 
Research Center at UT Health Center at San Antonio are NCI-designated cancer centers as well. Many of our 
other academic institutions represent the cutting edge in research and prevention. Standing shoulder to shoulder 
with them are private organizations that are on the front line of prevention, outreach and early detection.
Why then do we need a state institute and Texas-specific funds? Perhaps Armstrong, himself a cancer survivor, 
put it best during his campaign for the program: "We are going to hit the road to urge Texans to vote for Proposition 
15 and make an investment in their own lives and the lives of their loved ones. Cancer has touched the life of every 
single Texan … We can't wait for Washington. With Proposition 15, Texas is going to lead the fight against cancer."
CPRIT seeks to channel the formidable energies of Texas' scientists, physicians, advocates and patients. Under 
the leadership of oversight committee chairman Jimmy Mansour, CPRIT executive director Bill Gimson and chief 
scientific officer Dr. Alfred Gilman, Texas is well on its way to changing the cancer-fighting landscape.
The state's effort provides the boost needed to reduce the toll taken by this killer disease and to forge a new path 
for better treatment and care.
Shine is the executive vice chancellor for health affairs of The University of Texas System. Brinkley is senior vice 
president and dean of the Baylor College of Medicine Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences.
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apmech wrote: 
THe concept of a 'cure for cancer' is one that we have all heard for years, many years, yet when 
there actually IS a cure, or in this case a preventative measure, against a specific ,but deadly 
form of cancer, the right wing stood opposed to mandating its use. I , of course, refer to the HPV 
vaccinne. It was the only thing in all of his years as governor that I have aggreed with Rick Perry. 
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