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'Trust but verify' those Dems 
Congressional Republicans distanced 
themselves Thursday from the recent 
bipartisan talk of President Obama, 
launching a "trust but verify" program 
for dealing with Democrats in the 
months ahead.

 
CANCER SURVIVOR 

Doug Ulman
Doug Ulman is a three-time cancer survivor and president of 
the Lance Armstrong Foundation. 
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Back to Square One? 

Is it all starting over now? Rep. Pelosi this week called for a 
vote on a bill that would revoke the insurance industry's 
exemption from antitrust laws. Most Americans would agree 
that health insurers should play by the same rules as 
everyone else in business. In and of itself, it's as good a 
place to start again as any.

But it can't end there. If Congress chooses to tackle reform 
issue by issue, a declaration of victory will fall flat with 
Americans unless there's a measure that prevents 
discrimination for pre-existing conditions, a measure that 
prohibits annual and lifetime limits and a mechanism to 
control the increasingly hard to afford costs of coverage. 

The danger of taking it piece by piece is that without the 
cost control mechanism, the pre-existing conditions ban will 
inevitably drive costs up for everyone. The two have to go 
hand in hand. 

While a small bill approach may be politically palatable, the 
best policy outcome for people affected by cancer would be 
passing a comprehensive health care reform bill. 
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PREVIOUS: THE WAY FORWARD | 

Dear Readers: We now require commenters to register at 
washingtonpost.com and sign in before posting. Your MyPost User ID, 
which you'll be asked to choose if you haven't done so already, will be 
displayed with your comment. We hope this will encourage more topical, 
spam-free, and respectful discussions. Please review the full rules 
governing commentaries and discussions, and click here to comment.
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Acai Berry Diet WARNING 
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Berry Diet 
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