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Democrats: decision in one 
week 
Senior aides say Democratic leaders 
will decide next week about the future 
of the health-care bill.

 
CANCER SURVIVOR 

Doug Ulman
Doug Ulman is a three-time cancer survivor and president of 
the Lance Armstrong Foundation. 
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It's about time 

What a year. Many of us in America's cancer community are 
heartened to see our leaders tackling the grave problems 
we've been highlighting for years.  
 
A cancer diagnosis should not mean that Americans face 
financial ruin because their treatment costs exceed an 
annual insurance cap. Nor should cancer survivors face a 
lifetime of being denied coverage because of a pre-existing 
health condition. We know for a fact that more Americans 
who lack adequate insurance die from cancer. In this age, in 
this country, that is completely unacceptable.  
 
While the legislative process has not been perfect, we are 
on the cusp of a historic opportunity. The current health-care 
system has big gaps and passage of this reform effort will 
help ensure that more Americans will have access to health 
care. Both bills ensure that there will be no annual or lifetime 
coverage limits and both bills prohibit discrimination against 
those with pre-existing conditions, like cancer. 
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Dear Readers: We now require commenters to register at 
washingtonpost.com and sign in before posting. Your MyPost User ID, 
which you'll be asked to choose if you haven't done so already, will be 
displayed with your comment. We hope this will encourage more topical, 
spam-free, and respectful discussions. Please review the full rules 
governing commentaries and discussions, and click here to comment.
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