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The genie is out of the bottle

The dirty secrets and tragic failures of our broken health
care system have been paraded in front of the American
people for months. We've heard the stories. Many of us in
the cancer community have lived them. Since last July, our
hopes for access to affordable care and for justice and
quality in the health-care system have been raised sky high.
In recent days, those hopes have been in limbo, waiting for
what comes next.

What we hoped to hear tonight was a call for Congress to
get back to work on an issue that literally determines life or
death for many of us.

And much to our relief, we did.

The President took the right approach, calling for a
reexamination of the plan on the table but opening the door
for other options. He renewed his commitment to Americans
on health care and used his bully pulpit appropriately to call
for action.

Americans don't care about the method, whether it's piece
by piece or in an omnibus bill. What they care about is
reform that creates affordable care and an end to unethical
practices by insurers that wreak havoc on their lives.

BY DOUG ULMAN | JANUARY 28, 2010; 7:13 AM ET | CATEGORY:
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Dear Readers: We now require commenters to register at
washingtonpost.com and sign in before posting. Your MyPost User ID,
which you'll be asked to choose if you haven't done so already, will be
displayed with your comment. We hope this will encourage more topical,
spam-free, and respectful discussions. Please review the full rules
governing commentaries and discussions, and click here to comment.
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