[image: image1.jpg]MO STRATEGIES™




MEMO

TO:
OCBC/OC Trades
FM:
Chris St. Hilaire, M4 Strategies
DT:
9/29/2008
RE:
Survey Results, Orange County Water and Desalination attitudes 
Per your request, we have completed a 500-person poll of Orange County voters on the subject of water and desalination.  I have included the polling-sample specifics at the end of this memo.  
The results are very interesting and show a considerable amount of support for the proposed Huntington Beach desalination facility.  It also showed voters would be willing to pay more for a quality, drought-proof option like desalination, and think local water agencies would be sensible in adding desalinated water to their supply sources.  Here are a couple of quick numbers from the results:

Voters recognize water is in short supply

When asked how they would characterize Orange County’s water supply, a full 87% of voters identified the county’s current supply as insufficient to meet future needs.  In addition, 41.2% of voters said the county is facing a “water shortage” and needs to find new water sources “as soon as possible.”

Q. How would you best characterize Orange County’s water supply?

	We have plenty of water for all of Orange County
	6.8%

	We have enough water, but will need to find new sources for the future
	46.0%

	Orange County is facing a water shortage and we need to find new sources as soon as possible.
	41.2%

	Don’t know/Refused
	6.0%


Voters expect officials to maintain an adequate water supply
Strikingly, more than 90% of voters said they thought it was very important for “public officials to ensure Orange County has adequate and affordable supplies of water in the future.”
Q. Approximately half of the water used by Orange County residents is imported from Northern California and the Colorado River.  This means the water available to Orange County is impacted by droughts and by competing demands from other water users.  Generally speaking, how important is it for public officials to ensure Orange County has adequate and affordable supplies of water in the future?

	Very important
	90.2%

	Somewhat important
	6.8%

	Not very important
	1.2%

	Not important at all
	1.0%

	Don’t know/Refused
	0.8%


Voters see desalination as a “good idea”
Seventy-two percent of voters described seawater desalination – the process of transforming salt water into fresh drinking water – as a “good idea,” including half of all voters (50.4%) describing it as “a very good idea.” 

Q. One idea for increasing our water supply is to use seawater desalination – the process of transforming salt water into fresh drinking water.   When thinking about increasing California’s water supply, do you think seawater desalination is a good idea or a bad idea?

	Very good idea
	50.4%

	Somewhat good idea
	22.0%

	Somewhat bad idea
	9.8%

	Very bad idea
	5.8%

	Don’t know/Refused
	12.0%


Voters support desal over alternatives 
When asked which approach they would most support as a means of ensuring a reliable source of quality drinking water, voters were more likely to select desalination over conservation or recycled waste water. 

Q. Public officials are considering a number of ideas to expand Orange County’s drinking water supply.  Which of the following approaches would you most support as a means of ensuring a reliable source of quality drinking water? 

	Conservation
	31.0%

	Recycled or treated “waste” water
	12.0%

	Seawater desalination
	33.2%

	All of the above
	19.8%

	None of the above
	2.0%

	Don’t know/Refused
	2.00%


Voters overwhelmingly in support of HB desal facility
Seventy-six percent of voters said they would support the construction of a seawater desalination facility in Huntington Beach, with nearly half of all voters stating they “strongly” support this proposal.

Q. There is a proposal by a private company to build and operate a seawater desalination facility in Huntington Beach.   There would be no financial risk for taxpayers and the produced drinking water would serve Orange County residents.  The facility also would take advantage of existing ocean pipeline infrastructure to create quality drinking water.  Generally speaking, would you support or oppose this proposal?

	Strongly support
	48.6%

	Somewhat support
	27.8%

	Somewhat oppose
	6.8%

	Strongly oppose
	5.6%

	Don’t know/Refused
	11.2%


Voters will pay more for quality, drought-proof water
When asked whether they would be willing to pay more, 61.4% of voters said they would be willing to “pay a few dollars more on my monthly water bill” for quality water that is “drought-proof and reliable.”

Q. Seawater purified by the Huntington Beach desalination facility would initially cost more than the other drinking water sources.  Listen to both statements and tell me which one you most agree with:
	I would pay a few dollars more on my monthly water bill for high quality water that is drought-proof and reliable
	61.4%

	We cannot afford higher water bills
	20.4%

	Neither 
	7.2%

	Don’t know/Refused
	11.0%


Voters: Adding desal water to agency’s supply sources is a “good idea”
Seventy-one percent of voters said it would be a “good idea” for water agencies to add desalinated water to their existing water supply sources, including 42.6% who said it was a “very good idea.”

Q. Do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea for local water agencies to add desalinated water to their existing water supply sources, such as water from the Colorado River?

	Very good idea
	42.6%

	Somewhat good idea
	28.8%

	Somewhat bad idea
	7.6%

	Very bad idea
	10.6%

	Don’t know/Refused
	10.4%


Poll/Sample Details

These findings are based on a random sample of 500 registered voters in Orange County.  Interviews were conducted by telephone September 23-25.  The sample was developed from telephone listings of individual voters selected at random from county voter rolls.   Specific demographic targets were identified to reflect Orange County’s registered voter population.  Interviews were conducted either by landline or by cell phone, depending on the telephone information provided in the voter file.  The margin of error for this sample size is +/- 4.4 percent at the 95% confidence level.  
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