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Contact: 
 

Laurie Curtin Heinerichs
Penn’s Landing Corporation 

215-629-3218, 

Cell 267-288-1990

NEW YEAR’S EVE AND FIREWORKS STORY IDEAS
17h Annual New Year’s Eve Fireworks Celebration promises the sophistication of a Broadway show and the thrill of a roller coaster ride. The beauty of what you see in the sky will be orchestrated behind the scenes … by fireworks maestros. 
· Preparing for New Year’s Eve – 

          
     (Meryl Levitz, President of the Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation.)


Fireworks production as part of the city’s New Year’s Eve Celebration.



Contact: Anthony Malerba, GPTMC




   (215) 599-2291
· The New Year’s Eve at Penn’s Landing– Blue Cross RiverRink

      (Joe Brooks, Acting President, Penn’s Landing Corporation
The most unique non-alcoholic family party in the area! Ice skating on an Olympic-size rink situated next to the Delaware River, there’s an all-inclusive party with food, entertainment, premium view of the fireworks and ice skating. ($30 for skaters, $20 for spectators.)

· Holiday Ice Skating – Blue Cross RiverRink

The perfect location for holiday family-fun, wintry visuals right in the heart of the city! Open 7 days a week, including holidays.
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· Fireworks Show, produced by Pyrotecnico

Pyrotecnico one of the largest producers of fireworks in America and is one of the premiere producer of fireworks displays in Philadelphia having produced displays for Penn’s Landing Corporation, Sunoco Welcome America, The Army/Navy Game and Temple University Football and provides all of the pyrotechnics effects for The Eagles, The Phillies and the Philadelphia 76ers.

       
Contact:

Victor Laurenza

Pyrotecnico

800 854-4705

724 510-6195 Cell
The 17th Annual New Year’s Celebration in Philadelphia will be a choreographed fireworks production with the theme of Celebration, Nostalgia, Revelry and Love. The production is high energy and very colorful with many new effects and the soundtrack broadcasted on KYW Newsradio 1060 AM. The production will also be simulcast on CBS 3.


At approximately 11:59:50 the 10-second pyrotechnic countdown will begin. The show starts with the traditional and favorite Auld Lang Syne.
The soundtrack for this year’s production is as follows:

Auld Lang Syne

Life Is What You Make It (Hannah Montana)

City of Blinding Lights (U2)

Proud Mary (Tina Turner)

Umbrella (Rihanna)

Bubbly (Colbie Caillat)

Home  (Daughtry)

I Love This Town (Bon Jovi)

Philadelphia Display Facts, Figures and New Technology
Script Writing – After the soundtrack is finalized and before any shells are pulled from Pyrotecnico’s extensive inventory of products, a computer roadmap is designed using a program called Show Director that arranges the choreographed synchronization.  Using SMPTE time codes this program uses a graphical display along with music via WAV files and a time source code creating the sequence of firing for the display.  The program will automatically back time firing cues to adjust for the time it takes for the device to reach its apex for pinpoint accuracy.  It will take 30 to 40 hours to design and choreograph this 15-minute display.
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Technology - GPS Clocks are used and designed for pyrotechnic use by Show Producer, Ralph Piacquadio that uses Global Positioning Satellites that are synchronized with the world clock in Colorado to coordinate with KYW Newsradio 1060 and CBS 3.  These GPS clocks are the same technology used in Radio and Television to coordinate the start of programming. So everyone will be in sync.
Show Lay out – The show producer will then compile an equipment list for the display and will begin loading of the tractor trailers of equipment needed to fire the show.  Equipment weight is approximately 40,000 pounds. 

Show Preparation - Fireworks are then pulled from inventory, boxed and loaded on the trucks for delivery to Chester, PA where the barges will be loaded.  The display utilizes over 2000 devices representing over 3 tons of net explosives and will use approximately 5 miles of wire and cable by a crew of 10 people to set up for the show during the 4 days prior to the show. 





Pyrodigital Computer Firing System – The leader in computer firing systems in the World makes this system the Tool of Choice for Pyrotecnico.  Some of the most prestigious displays Worldwide are displayed with Pyrodigital technology from the Statue of Liberty, Eiffel Tower, The Pyramids of Giza, The Sydney Bridge, The Olympic Games along with Disney World, Disneyland, Tokyo Disney, Universal Studios, Six Flags and many others.

Barges – Two 150 foot barges will be loaded at Hays Tug and Launch in Chester, PA

History of Pyrotecnico

Tradition, creativity, innovation and technology are the ingredients that have set Pyrotecnico apart from other fireworks manufacturers for years.  The tradition began in 1889 when Constantino Vitale founded the Vitale Fireworks Manufacturing Company in a small village near Naples, Italy.  The company later moved to the United States and incorporated in 1922 in New Castle, PA, the “Fireworks Capitol of America”.

Constantino’s four sons Joe, Rocco, Anthony and Peter ran the company after his death.  During World War II the Vitale Fireworks Manufacturing Company temporarily stopped production of fireworks to manufacture TNT igniters and signal distress flares for the United States Navy and was awarded the Navy “E” Award for efficiency. 

Today, the century old family tradition has been redefined with technological advancements and a new generation of ideas.  Renamed Pyrotecnico, in 1992 the company is run by the fourth generation of the Vitale Family, Stephen Vitale a graduate of Duquesne University.

Pyrotecnico continues to set the standard for pyrotechnic excellence throughout the United States and the World.  Pyrotecnico has produced over 2000 fireworks displays this year in 38 States and International displays in China, Antigua, St. Croix and The Cayman Islands.
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Corporate headquarters for Pyrotecnico is in New Castle, PA with regional offices in Montgomery, AL Atlanta, GA, New Orleans, LA and Tampa, FL.

Pyrotecnico Team Leaders

Stephen J. Vitale, President of Pyrotecnico

Victor Laurenza, Account Executive and Project Manager

Ralph Piacquadio, Show Producer and Artistic Director

Ralph Piacquadio, Show Producer and Artistic Director

Ralph has had a fascination with fireworks since childhood.  He grew up on Mt. Washington overlooking downtown Pittsburgh’s three rivers that is a popular site for city celebrations and fireworks displays.  At the age of ten he began setting off fireworks for family picnics and reunions.  As he grew so did his love for this delicate skill but Ralph did not choose fireworks for his profession.  He chose to enter the restaurant business and in 1984 opened his first restaurant called Armstrong’s.  In 1990 he added a second restaurant near the Pittsburgh airport and recently open a take out facility in a separate location in Bridgeville, PA

His childhood hobby continued over the years and while planning a family firework display in 1987, Ralph was introduced to Pyrotecnico.  He became a Show Producer for the company and currently choreographs 100+ Large Budget shows a year including a display this year during the Liu Yang International Fireworks Competition in Hunan, China along with displays for National Day and Lunar New Year in Guangzhou, China.  Fireworks is still not a profession for Ralph, it’s a love for excitement and an escape from the day-to-day chaotic hassle of owning a business.  “Fireworks is my hobby,” said Mr. Piacquadio.  “Some people play golf, some fish …I do fireworks”.

Other areas of Interest for Media use:
Artistry - Discussion on how what device is selected for each firing.

Products – What type products are going to be utilized in the show.

Computer firing Technology – Expand on this further to learn how this technology is used.

Regulatory – Discus which agencies are contacted prior to show for approval and changes since 9/11.

Safety – Discuss NFPA (National Fire Prevention Assn. Code 1123 for Fireworks

Credit and References – Discussion on other shows Pyrotecnico has been involved.

Loading & unloading barges – Interview Ralph on site to see how much work goes on behind the 

scenes.
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