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With responsibility for Office Depot’s Corporate Philanthropic Mission of ‘Caring and Making a Difference’ as well as the Company’s annual philanthropic efforts, Mary Wong, Director of Community Relations for Office Depot, holds one of the most valuable positions in the company.  Mary Wong both develops and implements programs that help to fulfill the Company’s commitment to serving the communities in which its 47,000 employees live and work.

Through her efforts, Office Depot was named one of the top companies in the U.S. by BusinessWeek Magazine for its in-kind giving.  Additionally, Office Depot has been recognized as a “Hunger Hero” by America’s Second Harvest for the Company’s dedication to helping feed the needy.  Office Depot was also recently honored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce with the Corporate Stewardship Award for Large Businesses.

Wong has been personally recognized as well.  Boston College named her one of the top ten Philanthropy Executives in the country; she was included in the Manchester Who’s Who Among Executive and Professional Women listing and named to the Donors Forum of South Florida, a board committed to promoting effective philanthropy.
Wong grew up in Wisconsin and attended college in California.  Prior to joining Office Depot, she spent 10 years with Target Stores in Wisconsin as a customer service manager and store manager.  Wong was the 2004 recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award through the Soroptomist Clubs.

She has spent the past 10 years with Office Depot, first as a Store Manager in Minnesota and then as a District Manager based in Chicago, with responsibility for 17 stores in the upper Midwest.  She became the Director of Special Projects for the Stores Division in Atlanta in 1999 and subsequently came to the Company’s headquarters in Delray Beach, FL, as Director of Community Relations in 2000.

In her current position, Wong has been instrumental in establishing philanthropic partnerships between the Company and major non-profit organizations in both the U.S. and Canada.  These initiatives are supported by substantial financial contributions, in-kind gifts and employee volunteer efforts.  Office Depot’s community relations programs, which reinforce the Company’s core values throughout its multiple divisions, have set new standards for excellence in the business world and have inspired a dramatic increase in charitable involvement among employees.  

Corporate philanthropic partnerships include:

City of Hope National Medical Center and Beckman Research Institute; America’s Second Harvest Food Bank and the Canadian Association of Food Banks; U.S. Marine Corps Toys for Tots Program; The Scripps Research Institute; American Library Association; Canadian Library Association; National Alliance for Autism Research; Gifts in Kind International; Keep America Beautiful, Inc.; World Wildlife Fund, and many others.

