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Winterize Your Pet

When the temperature (and the snow) begin to fall, pets may need a little extra care. Here are some tips to help pets stay healthy and safe this winter.
· Just like people, your pet’s skin can also become chapped and dry during the winter months. PetSmart’s Be Jolly Top Dog package offered in our grooming salons can help prevent this irritation. The package, available for $15, includes: sugar-cookie scented re-moisturizer and cologne for that dry skin, as well as tooth-brushing, health-enhancing shampoo, a limited edition collar charm, a holiday bow or bandana and festive nail polish.
· Additional brushing is important during the winter season, especially if your pet gets wet. A wet coat can easily mat and that can cause additional irritation to the skin; frequent brushing is a good way to keep pets healthy and looking good. Groomax brushes come in a variety of styles to suit all coat types.
· Cats and dogs need protection from wet and cold. It’s best to keep cats and/or small and short-haired dogs indoors. Dogs that are kept outside, even temporarily, must have shelter that protects them from snow, wind, rain and cold. Several dog houses offer climate control features to help keep the cold out and heat in.
· When spending long periods of time outside, pets should be dressed for the cold weather. Particularly older pets and young puppies or kittens, miniature and shorthaired or hairless breeds of dogs should be dressed. Companion Road jackets and sweaters keep pets cozy and looking stylish.
· Chemicals used to melt snow and ice on walkways can irritate pets’ paws, and may make pet sick if he licks his paws and ingests the chemicals. Check your pet’s feet when coming indoors and wipe paws with a wet cloth to remove ice, mud, snow, and salts. Product to try: Simple Solution Ice Melter, which is safe on paws.
· As winter approaches, many people get their cars ready by changing the antifreeze. However, many pet parents don’t realize how dangerous antifreeze can be for pets; dogs are attracted to antifreeze spills by its sweet smell and taste. Prevention is key: when changing the coolant in your car, clean up all spills immediately. Be sure the antifreeze container is securely closed, and address a leaking radiator right away.

· Cats and dogs need adequate amounts of food and water in the winter months. Make sure to keep the water bowl filled and check outdoor water bowls frequently. Outdoor dogs and cats need more calories in the winter to produce body heat, so increase the amount fed to these pets.

· If the weather becomes severe, bring all pets indoors. Bring in pets when the temperature drops to 30 degrees with the wind-chill.
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