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Technology has already transformed the world more dramatically than any other revolution in history. Yet at a time when opportunity has never been greater, women are retreating from the fields of science and technology in alarming numbers. Studies tell us that many girls begin steering away from math and science as early as middle school, when they unknowingly make decisions about courses that may carry life-long consequences. Without the necessary math and science background, their chances for success in pursuing an engineering or technical degree are limited, along with the fulfilling careers that these fields offer. This is where IBM comes in with its EXITE (Exploring Interests in Technology and Engineering) Camps; IBM is encouraging middle school age girls to take their place among the scientists, mathematicians and engineers of tomorrow.  Following are all the details you need to know about EXITE:

· EXploring Interests in Technology and Engineering = EXITE

· One-week, day camp experience at IBM locations

· More than 1,500 girls (ages 11-13) will participate in 48 camps around the world this year

· Designed to encourage an interest in math and science; encourage a greater appreciation of career opportunities in technology fields; demonstrate to participants that they can be successful in those fields, and provide participants with female role models in technology careers.

· Campers will learn about technology and engineering from IBM’s leading technologists through hands-on activities such as learning how to break down and rebuild computers, constructing web sites, robotics exercises, forensic science projects and human suspension bridges. Many of these fun and interactive activities are found on IBM’s On Demand Community intranet web site, which supports IBM volunteerism around the world. 

· Additionally, other fun science experiments are featured on www.tryscience.org, an award-winning web site IBM developed in collaboration with more than 500 science and technology museums worldwide.

· Approximately 2,000 IBM volunteers including camp instructors, presenters and mentors, will be involved in the 2005 EXITE camps. 

· Campers will be paired with an IBM e-mentor for the 2005-06 school-year, as part of IBM’s MentorPlace program.

· IBM completely funds the camp.  There is no charge to students who attend the camps.

· 48 IBM sites will host camps in 2005, including eleven (11) new EXITE Camps in Guangzhou, China; Hong Kong, China; Kolkata, India; Almere, Netherlands; La Gaude, France; Lisbon, Portugal; Martinez (Buenos Aires), Argentina; Philadelphia, PA; Brisbane, Australia; Shanghai, China; and Taipei, Taiwan.

· 2005 marks the IBM’s EXITE Camps’ seventh year. The program was launched in 1999 in Endicott, N.Y.  Since its inception, approximately 4,000 girls have taken part in the EXITE Camp program.

· 2005 IBM Camp Locations

	#
	United States


	Canada
	Asia Pacific
	Europe Middle

East & Africa


	Latin America

	1
	Atlanta, GA
	Toronto, Ontario
	Bangalore, India
	Almere, NL
	Bogotá, Colombia

	2
	Austin, TX
	Vancouver, BC
	Bangkok, Thailand
	Amsterdam. NL
	Caracas, VE

	3
	Beaverton, OR
	
	Beijing, China
	Dublin, Ireland
	Guadalajara, MX

	4
	Boulder, CO
	
	Guangzhou, China
	Greenock, SCT
	Lima, Peru

	5
	Burlington, VT
	
	Hong Kong, China
	Hursley, England
	Martinez, AR

	6
	Cambridge, MA
	
	Jakarta, Indonesia
	La Gaude, France
	Mexico City, MX

	7
	Dallas, TX
	
	Kolkata, India
	Lisbon, Portugal
	Rio de Janeiro, BR

	8
	Endicott, NY
	
	Kuala Lumpur, MY
	
	Santiago, Chile

	9
	Fishkill, NY
	
	Manila, Philippines
	
	

	10
	Minneapolis, MN
	
	Brisbane, AU
	
	

	11
	Philadelphia, PA
	
	Shanghai, China
	
	

	12
	Poughkeepsie, NY
	
	Sydney, AU
	
	

	13
	Raleigh, NC
	
	Taipei, Taiwan
	
	

	14
	Rochester, MN
	
	Yamato, Japan
	
	

	15
	San Jose, CA
	
	
	
	

	16
	Tucson, AZ
	
	
	
	

	17
	Yorktown, NY
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